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Middle States Accreditation

We are proud to announce that St. Dorothy 
School has been re-accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Elementary and Secondary 
Schools (MSA CESS) for the next 7 years. 
The U.S. Department of Education describes 
approved accrediting organizations such as 
Middle States as a “reliable authority as to 
the quality of education.” The Association 
seeks to ensure that accredited schools 
are engaged in continuous growth and 
improvement efforts through effective 
leadership, a comprehensive program of self-
study, evaluation by peer educators external 
to the school, meeting the requirements for 
accreditation, exemplary programs, and 
supportive services.”

The full Action Plan is available upon 
request. The evaluation is comprehensive, 
focusing on every aspect of school life from 
drop-off until dismissal. However, we are 
required to focus attention on two student 
performance objectives. We chose Language 
Arts Terra Nova scores, published writing, 
and STEM activities, that also aim to increase 
Terra Nova Math and Science scores, and 
STEM competitions. One organizational 
objective was required; ours involves a 
commitment to increasing/improving our 
21st century security systems throughout 
the campus. We have multiple steps well 
underway in the action plan.

Excerpts from our report:

From the moment I entered your building, it was evident that you 
had a great school. I could feel the goodness, the warmth and the deep 
presence of faith in your school. Mrs. Tomasetti spoke to the children, by 
name, as we toured the school and so many of you were willing to share 
all the good things happening at Saint Dorothy’s. It was so evident that 
you are thrilled to be back in school learning, yet cautious to that fact that 
you are aware that you must remain diligent in order to stay there. You 
have taken so much time to set up all the necessary changes for the safety 
of your children and staff. You should be commended for this.

We have found Saint Dorothy’s School to be a school “on the move” 
implementing technology across the curriculum. We have found you 
to identify the areas where you would like to see improvement and we 
commend you on this. You have a great school, a place where families 
feel safe, where they feel as though they have a “voice“ in their child’s 
education and a place where faith is at the forefront.

We observed academic excellence when we saw into your 
classrooms and spoke with your faculty. Your technology and all 
aspects of the school show high performance and achievement. The 12 
Standards are research based and meant to be a guide to help students 
produce high levels of performance. We have found that your school 
not only meets these requirements but in many areas even exceeds 
them. We heard from your faculty, your staff and parents that St. Dots, 
as they call it, is a place filled with quality education, faith and family. 



Thank 
You
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The Newsletter for St. Dorothy Roman Catholic School is compiled by the Development Committee for 
distribution to alumni, alumni parents, current school families, and friends of St. Dorothy School. Its 
purpose is to communicate, on a semi-annual basis, the state of our enrollment, happenings of interest, 
an accounting of funds raised and spent, and to acknowledge contributors to our Annual Fund.
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Scholarships  
Class of 2021
It is with great pride we announce our scholarship winners for 

the 2020-2021 school year! The hard work and dedication of this 
class bring great honor to their school and families. We congratulate 
the St. Dot’s Class of 2021 on their outstanding accomplishments 
and scholarships totaling $341,610.00!

(Note: This list is as of April 7th, 2021.)

Christa B.  Merion Mercy Academy, and Academy of Notre Dame

Kevin B.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Patty B.  Cardinal O’Hara High School

Paul B.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Gianna E.  Cardinal O’Hara High School  

Taylor E.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Kevin F.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Mark F.  Neumann Scholarship recipient,  
Archbishop John Carroll High School

Abigail G.  Cardinal O’Hara High School

Finley G.  Cardinal O’Hara High School

Ashley L.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Grace M.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Kaitlyn McC.  Cardinal O’Hara High School

Keara McC.  Cardinal O’Hara High School, Monsignor Bonner & 
Archbishop Prendergast High School, and  
Sacred Heart Academy

Georgia P.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Justin R.  Roman Catholic High School

Bronwyn S.  Merion Mercy Academy

Lindsay S.  St. Thomas Moore Alumni Association Scholarship

Melanie S.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Genevieve T.  Cardinal O’Hara High School, and Monsignor Bonner & 
Archbishop Prendergast High School

Will T.  Cardinal O’Hara High School

This year we had six students who were invited to take the 
examination for the Neumann Scholarship. Congratulations to Mark 
F. for being named a Neumann Scholar! The Connelly Foundation 
provides a four-year scholarship to an Archdiocesan high school to 
Neumann Scholars. Thank you, Mark, for bringing this honor to our 
school!

We are proud to say that St. Dorothy School has had two 
Neumann Scholarship winners in the past three years.

St. Dorothy School would like to recognize The Connelly 
Foundation for their continued efforts in supporting Catholic 
organizations across the Philadelphia area. In recent months, 
St. Dorothy School was the recipient of a Connelly Foundation 
Covid-19 response grant, which supported the purchase of 
necessary equipment for virtual teaching during the Covid-19 
pandemic. The Foundation’s support of $12,500.00 helped 
in purchasing Chromebooks, software licenses, and bags 
for students, a charging cart, laptop stands, and wireless ear 
buds. We thank the Connelly foundation for their support of 
these purchases, which aided us in providing a quality virtual 
experience for teachers and students. 

Neumann Scholarship 
winner Mark F.

Connelly Foundation

Our six students that were invited to take the Neumann 
scholarship exam were (from left to right) Michael O., Finley G., 
Mark F., Kristen B., Kathleen M., and Melanie S.

Neumann 
Scholarship 
Winner!
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Sports are Back!

Connor C. delivering a strike

The Varsity Softball team are all smiles now that they can be 
back on the field together.

One of the many things that the Covid-19 pandemic put on-hold was our 
CYO sports’ programs. This spring, the children of St. Dot’s once again 
had the opportunity to compete and, more importantly, to have fun together 
playing the sports they enjoy!

(From left) Mariana M., Brynn M., Carrie S., and Ellie M. took to 
the track in the 4x200 Novice girls relay.

The girls that competed for St. Dot’s in the 4x200 Cadet relay were 
(from left) Pru F., Sarah L., Patty B., and Laine R.

The 4x200 Minor boys relay team of (from left) Shane M., James 
C., Timothy R., and Gavin M. were happy to be back together 
after last racing together in 2019 as Intermediates.

SSaa
iinntt  DDoorrootthhyy

Our JV Baseball team hustling off the field after a 1, 2, 3 inning.
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Thank you, Mrs. Neill (left) and Mrs. McMonagle, for your years of service and 
dedication to our students!

Teacher Anniversaries
Where would St. Dorothy School be without our dedicated faculty? All of our teachers are 

special, but those who serve with us for many years, who may teach all the siblings in a family, 
these teachers become the heart of the St. Dorothy School family.

Mrs. McMonagle
10 years

We would like to congratulate Mrs. 
McMonagle on her 10-year anniversary here 
at St. Dorothy School. Mrs. McMonagle 
has shared her talents as a Fifth-grade 
teacher and, in recent years, she took on the 
challenge of enhancing an Advanced Math 
Program that would move students beyond 
their comfort zones. Mrs. McMonagle is 
often teaching life skills and study skills that 
some students recognize now, and others will 
come to appreciate later in life. She is a gift 
to be recognized. Her deep faith is evident in 
her Religion classes and conversations with 
students.

Mrs. McMonagle, we value and appreciate 
your continued commitment and dedication 
to our students and school. Your love of 
teaching and encouragement of our students 
makes them the very best they can be. We 
thank you for your decade of service!

Mrs. Neill 
15 years

We also would like to congratulate Mrs. 
Neill on her 15-year anniversary here at 
St. Dorothy School. Mrs. Neill, you are a 
fixture here, and our children and parents 
alike simply adore you. You bring fun and 
joy to our littlest learners. You encourage 
them every day to be their very best. You 
wipe tears and hold hands when they need 
it the most. Beyond numbers and letters, you 
teach our children to lead with compassion 
and kindness. But, most importantly, you 
make them smile, even behind the masks. 
Thank you for your dedication to our school 
and our students. You are one of a kind. 
Congratulations!



6 7

Through  Through  
the years,the years,

2007 - 20212007 - 2021

Vocation Alive in St. Dorothy KindergartenVocation Alive in St. Dorothy Kindergarten
Over the last 15 years, St. Dorothy families have been blessed to witness true vocation 

within our Kindergarten classroom and school community. According to the Oxford 
American Dictionary, a vocation is a strong feeling of suitability for a particular career or 
occupation. Mrs. Neill surely embodies the vocation of teacher. Her passion for her students 
and their learning is evident in her classroom every day, in the homes of her students where 
students and parents rave, in the upper grades as seventh grade buddies eagerly come back 
to help with dismissal, in the many school events such as the Variety Show, Oktoberfest 
Fair, and Bag Bingo in which Mrs. Neill’s enthusiastic participation adds to the fun, and 
at sporting events throughout the area where she can be found cheering on her current and 
former students. 

Mrs. Neill sets lofty goals for her students. She strives to provide her students with solid 
foundations in reading and math to ease their transition to first grade. More importantly, she 
works to teach her students to be caring, kind, and respectful “friends” as she calls her class. 
Mrs. Neill’s classroom is filled with activity and purpose and fun. She is truly able to make 
learning a fun adventure every day. Her students fondly recall some of the many activities she 
used to enhance their lessons. Science was brought alive by hatching chicks and butterflies. 
Most importantly, Mrs. Neill loves her students, and they know it. The wall outside her 
classroom is covered in the handprints of every student she taught at St. Dorothy.

The dedication she exhibited day in and day out is admirable. In 2017, Mrs. Neill’s 
teaching was recognized nationwide as she won the NCEA Lead, Learn, Proclaim award. 
This award from the National Catholic Education Association is given to Catholic Educators 
across the country who are making a difference in the lives of their students.

Mrs. Neill, you have made a difference in many children’s lives here at St. Dorothy, and 
we are forever grateful to you. As you head into retirement, we wish you all the best and 
hope you will follow the example of your former students and come back to visit during 
some of our special events.

Mrs. Neill and one of this year’s baby chicks

Mittens
Jan Brett’s retelling of the folktale The Mitten 

is one of the highlights of Kindergarten reading. 
And Mrs. Neill, with the help of the grandmother 
of two former students, ensured every student received a pair of mittens to remind them of the 

heartwarming story.

Our current seventh graders showing off their 
mittens, delivered by Lucca and Ben Pagliaro, 
whose grandmother knitted the mittens.

Mitten Day 2016

Mrs. Neill with the handprints of her 

last class of “friends.”

Phillies Fan!

Mrs. Neill is an avid Phillies fan and has been instrumental in having 

our students sing at multiple home games…

Mrs. Neill could often be seen supporting our students at their various extracurricular activities, whether they were St. Dot’s or a local youth organization.

Student Tributes
Mrs. Neill was my first teacher at Saint Dorothy’s, being that young and the youngest of 5 I didn’t know what to expect going 
into kindergarten. She made every day fun and made me excited to go to school every day. As a sophomore in college, I can 
definitely say I still remember things that happened in kindergarten. Especially now when I go to Saint Dorothy’s church, I 
can walk downstairs to the kindergarten classroom and see where my handprint is. On the bottom left side next to the door 
closest to the cafeteria. Even today, she even reaches out to me and my family to ask us how we are doing. Mrs. Neill, thank 
you for your countless hours and years of dedication to Saint Dorothy and thank you for being the best teacher and teaching 
me things I remember to this day.   ~Ryan Downey Dot’s Class of 2015
Mrs. Neill was the first person I met at St. Dots. She taught me to be the best person I can be while having fun. 
Some of my favorite memories were taking care of the chicks, doing the tooty ta, and hanging out at CARES. Mrs. 
Neill was always there for me whenever I needed someone to talk to from the first day of kindergarten to the last 
day of eighth grade.   ~Casey McCullough Dot’s Class of 2017
My favorite memories from kindergarten were all the hands-on activities we did with arts and crafts every week and 
when Mrs. Neill brought in her parrots to show the class. Congratulations on retirement!    
~Jack Stavish Dot’s Class of 2018
One of my favorite memories from my kindergarten year with Mrs. Neill was when we painted our hands and left 
our mark on the school. She was an outstanding teacher! Congratulations! 
~Elena Stavish Dot’s Class of 2020
A fond memory I have of Mrs Neill was how she always comforted me during living stations. Her love and support 
were constant in all of my years at Saint Dorothy School. Mrs Neill has been such a gift in my life and holds a special 
place in my heart.   ~Emily Bright Dot’s Class of 2020
I remember walking through the classroom doors every morning ready, and excited to learn. We would start 
the day by praying then adding a number to our caterpillar, which represented how many days we had been 
in school. Then, at breaks, you would solve puzzles with us and read stories. Every day was a new learning 
experience in your class, and I would not trade those memories for the world.
You are an outstanding person who is very dedicated to your work, and you are an inspiration to all the 
students you teach. I am sending you my best wishes on your retirement and may God bless you.   

~With Love, Collin Gross Dot’s Class of 2019
Dear Mrs. Neill, Kindergarten was an unforgettable grade because of you.  
…  You were always so caring, supportive, and goofy, especially when we would make funny faces 
at each other whenever you would pass by me in the cafeteria. These silly antics never stopped until 
graduation day. You always knew how to pick people up when they were down, whether it be by 
telling them a story or doing a fun activity with them. I always will remember the support you had for others. Caring 
is defined as, “displaying kindness and concern for others.” I think this is a perfect word to describe you. Just a 
smile from you would spread a lot of kindness, even if you didn’t know it. I am blessed to have had this kind of 
teacher in Kindergarten. Thank you for all you’ve done for me, your students, and all of Saint Dorothy School. Have a 
very nice retirement.   ~Love, Joe Gross Dot’s Class of 2019

Mrs. Neill is loved not only by 

our students and their parents, 

but also her colleagues… and 

we will ALL miss her dearly!
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Catholic Schools WeekCatholic Schools Week
Catholic Schools Week looked a little different this year, but thanks to the 

hard work of the St. Dot’s community, we were still able to celebrate all that 
makes Catholic Schools, especially St. Dorothy School, so special.

Penny Wars
Congratulations and thank you to the many students who took 

part in our Catholic Schools Week Penny Wars. For this charity 
fund raiser, grades competed to fill their classroom piggy banks. 
This challenge brought in just over $3,800.00 for charity. Grade 1 
was the winner in the K to 4 competition. The winning grade for 
grades 5 to 8 went to grade 6. Students of all grades donated much 
of their own change and hard-earned money. We are so proud of 
all the students for thinking of others while also having fun trying 
to fill their classroom piggy banks and knock other classes out of 
the lead! The approved charities chosen by the students were: St. 
Dorothy Hoops for Hope, St. Dorothy Family to Family, Unite Her, 
and Providence Animal Shelter. What a fun and memorable way to 
help the students practice the corporal works of mercy! Thank you 
for supporting these opportunities. Some of the specially designed piggybanks for the Penny Wars.

Thanking those who Serve and Protect

(Left and above) During Catholic Schools Week, our students 
brought baskets of treats to our local police and fire stations to 
show our appreciation for all these men and women do for our 
community.

Kindness Kites
Art teacher Miss McConnell created kites that were hung on 
each floor of the school building. Students wrote personal acts 
of kindness on each link of the kites’ strings.
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First graders Lacey C. and Bobby N. compete in a fun activity, 
led by eighth graders Roman C. and Gianna E., as their fellow 
classmates cheer them on.

Students show appreciation  
for their parents and caregivers

On a blustery morning during Catholic Schools Week, students stood outside during morning 
drop-off to thank their parents and caregivers for all that they do for them.

A two-line salute! Delaney G., Dani D., and Ginger P. proudly display signs of thanks from their classes.

Student Games BINGO!

The Student Council organized BINGO as a fun activity, and 
second graders Hailey F., Bobby H., and Juliana M. are looking 
for a win!

15 Years of Bringing Hope to Families Touched by Cancer
This year marked the 15th Annual Hoops 

for Hope basketball marathon hosted by St. 
Dorothy Parish. This event promotes awareness 
of cancer prevention, treatment, and symptom 
management; helps defray the cost of Catholic 
education for St. Dorothy families affected by 
the disease; raises money for cancer research; 
and allows the community to have fun while 
supporting this worthwhile cause!

Although we were not able to play the 
basketball games throughout the weekend as 
we have done in years past, each grade played 
in a game during our Hoops for Hope Day 
at school on Friday, February 26th. T-shirts 
were available for purchase to raise money 
for this cause. The colors were chosen by our 
eighth-grade class; the yellow font represents 
childhood cancers.

Even though the event took a different form 
this year, our school community was glad to be 
able to continue to support patients with cancer 
and their families.

Top Left: (From left) Mrs. Keeney, Miss 
Messina, Mrs. McMonagle, and Mrs. 
Camuti, along with all the other teachers, 
support this special cause. 

Top Right: The start of one of the many 
games that were played during this year’s 
event.

Bottom: Enough said!
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Jack Ruffenach, Class of ’75.

2021 St. Dorothy 
Annual Fund  

Campaign Status
Our thanks to those who have already 

contributed to this year’s Annual Fund. As of 
April 15, 2021, we have received...

$53,179.75,  
...which is a tremendous start!

If you have not done so already, we hope that 
you will be able to contribute to this year’s 

campaign. There is a donation envelope 
included in this newsletter or, if you prefer, 

you can donate online via the school’s website.

You can donate online at:
https://www.saintdorothy.org/
make-a-donation-annual-fund

The 2021 St. Dorothy 
Annual Fund Honorary chair 
is John F. (Jack) Ruffenach. 
Jack is a member of St. 
Dorothy’s class of 1975. In 
his annual fund letter, Jack 
claims to be Bear’s second-
best friend (or at least that 
he ranks among Bear’s top 
twenty friends). Well, Bear 
may have many additional 
friends, but neither he, nor 
St. Dorothy School, have 
many better than Jack.

Jack and his family 
have been a part of the 
St. Dorothy community 
for many years. His nine 

siblings also graduated from St. Dorothy School (Vic ’66, Tori ’68, 
Ted ’69, Barb ’70, Marylou ’72, Gerry ’75, Kathyann ’78, Chris 
’80, and JB ’82). And his children, Susie, Jake, and Luke, were also 
St. Dorothy students.

In his Annual Fund letter, Jack reminisced about the many 
changes in the community and school over the years, including the 
“snazzy maroon blazer uniforms,” Yummies, and Len’s Den. After 
all of these changes, St. Dorothy School has “exceeded expectations 
and continues to provide a faith-based ‘Academy Quality’ education 
at a reasonable cost.”

“What’s made St. Dot’s what it is, was and will continue to be 
is its people then and now.” We thank Jack for being one of them 
and ask you to join him in continuing to support St. Dorothy School 
both spiritually and financially.

Many Thanks to the 
2021 Annual Fund  
Honorary Chair

Jack and some of his siblings heading off to their first day of school 
(Barb ‘70, Marylou ‘72, Gerry ‘75, Jack ‘75, and JB ’82).

Jack and his wife, Bonnie, 
send their kids off to a first 
day of school at St. Dot’s 
(Jake, Susie, and Luke).
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St. Dorothy School wants to know 
what our alumni have been up to. Has 
something interesting happened in your 
life? Have you moved, started a new 
job, or gotten married? Let us know at 
development@stdots.org. Be sure to 
keep your contact information up to date 
to stay informed of reunions and other 
events. Include your graduation year and 
maiden name if applicable. If you know 
of any alumni that are not receiving the 
newsletter, please provide their contact 
information so that they can be added to 
the mailing list.

John Lalor ‘03 is a Professor of IT, 
Analytics, and Operations at the Mendoza 
College of Business at the University of 
Notre Dame. He completed his PhD at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst in 
the College of Information and Computer 
Science. John lives in Granger, IN with 
his wife Kaitlin and their three daughters, 
Tess, Maeve, and Olivia. 

Alumni with small businesses: 
We would love to share  

your stories.  
Email development@stdots.

org to be in our fall newsletter.

Kevin Lalor ’05 is a graduate of the 
Williamson College of the Trades. He is 
currently in the Carpenters Union. Kevin 
and his wife, Meghan, were married in 
2019 and live in Media, PA.  

Class of 1970 Reunion
The class of 1970 will now be holding their 50th reunion on Saturday, November 2, 

2021, at Barnaby’s in Havertown. The event will be from 6 to 10 PM, and the cost is $75, 
which includes a buffet dinner and a four-hour top shelf open bar. If you are interested in 
attending or even just reconnecting with classmates, please contact either Joan Doyle at 
Joan@doyleandassociates.com (215-829-9449) or Jack Lawler at jackel289@gmail.com 
(650-515-8045).

The Science Explorers have been having fun while learning. Recently, they were experimenting with polymers. Students also measured 
how much water a diaper can hold. And they performed some scientific magic by changing the color of liquids using acids and bases. 
Science Explorers is an afterschool club that encourages hands-on experimentation and understanding of science.

Science Explorers

Alumni Updates
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Did you know that AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support St. Dorothy School every time you 
shop? Amazon will donate a portion of your purchase 
price to the charitable organization of your choice. To shop 
at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from the 
web browser on your computer or mobile device.

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, designate “St Dorothys Roman Catholic Church” as the charity 
you wish to support when you log on, and St. Dot’s will receive a donation on eligible purchases.

(Please note “St Dorothy School” and “St Dorothy Parish” are not our location in Drexel Hill.)

You need to select “St Dorothys Roman Catholic Church” BEFORE you begin shopping to receive 
donations from eligible purchases. Amazon will remember your selection and every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.

If you would like to learn more about AmazonSmile, please visit https://smile.amazon.com/gp/
chpf/about/ref=smi_se_dshb_leli_saas#products.




